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Should You Add a Bathroom?

Most homeowners who ask this question already know the answer. The morning rush, the guests

who won't stay over, the teenagers just around the corner — something is telling you the house

needs another bathroom. This guide helps you figure out whether your home can do it, what it

typically costs, and what to think through before you call us.

DO YOU ACTUALLY NEED ANOTHER BATHROOM?

GOOD REASONS TO ADD A BATHROOM

— Your household regularly has two or more people waiting for
one bathroom

— You have (or are planning for) teenagers who will each want
their own space

— You're finishing a basement — it immediately becomes more
livable with a bathroom nearby

— Guests stay over and someone is always giving up their
bathroom

— You're planning to stay in this home for the next 10 or more
years

— You want to create a suite for a parent or adult child

WHERE COULD IT GO?

BASEMENT BATHROOM

— Usually the most practical starting

point supply lines and finding drain paths

— Gravity drainage is the key variable —
accessible drain lines reduce rough-in
costs significantly

— Adds real utility to an unfinished or

semi-finished basement expertise

— Least disruption to living areas above

A NOTE ON OLDER HOMES

UPPER-LEVEL ADDITION

— More complex — involves rerouting

— Common for creating a second full
bath near bedrooms

— Older homes (pre-1940s) add a layer:
plumbing transitions require specific

REASONS TO PAUSE AND THINK FIRST

You're planning to sell in the next two years (additions require
permits; buyers vary on how they value them)

You haven't confirmed where the plumbing will go — this
shapes everything

Your motivation is primarily cosmetic — a fresh remodel of your
existing bathroom may be the better move

The space you're imagining is under 35 sq ft — we can work
with tight spaces, but it's worth a conversation first

EN SUITE ADDITION

— Creates a private bath directly off a
bedroom

— Wall configuration is the key variable

— Works well for primary suites and in-
law arrangements

— Planning around existing closets and
structural walls is essential

— Can significantly improve day-to-day
function for families

Most of Mac-Groveland and surrounding St. Paul neighborhoods were built before 1940. Pairing old plumbing to new requires specific knowledge —

the materials are different, the configurations are different, and the trade partners who know these homes are not interchangeable with crews that

work primarily on newer construction. When interviewing remodelers, ask directly how much of their work is in pre-war housing stock.
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THE PLUMBING REALITY

The single biggest cost variable in a bathroom
addition is how far the new bathroom is from your
existing drain lines. Supply lines (water in) are flexible
— they can be rerouted. Drain lines (water out) are
not — gravity drives them, and they need to slope

correctly to a main stack.

You don't need answers to all of these before you call us.
The more context you can share, the faster your first

consult gets to a real number.

TIMING & LIFE STAGE

BEFORE YOUR FIRST CONSULTATION, IT HELPS TO
KNOW:

— Where your main stack is (usually in or near the
center of the house)

— Whether your basement is unfinished, partially
finished, or fully finished

— What's above and below the room where you're
imagining the new bathroom

— Whether you've had any plumbing work done
recently — and by whom

"We should have done this two years ago." — the most common thing we hear in the planning conversation. Bathroom

additions take time to plan and permit. The best time to start is before the problem is urgent.

FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN

EMPTY NESTERS & LIFE-STAGE PLANNERS

— Teenagers create peak bathroom demand — the
planning window is now, not when the calendar is
already full

— A basement bathroom today gives you a dedicated
space that grows with your household

— A bathroom paired with a rec room or gym space is
often the better overall investment

Ready to find out if it makes sense
for your home?

Tricia and lan have been doing this work in Twin Cities homes
for years. The first conversation is just that — a conversation

No pressure, no pitch

— Adding an en suite or main-level bath now means
the house adapts to you, not the reverse

— Aging-in-place features (wider doorways, curbless
showers, grab bars) are most cost-effective when
built in from the start

— A bathroom addition can create a guest or in-law
suite that gives visiting family real independence

SCHEDULE A CONSULTATION
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