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Is It Time to Remodel Your Kitchen?

Most homeowners who start thinking about their kitchen already know something isn't working. The

counter space that disappears the moment you start cooking, the cabinets that don't close right, the

layout that has everyone bumping into each other. This guide helps you figure out what kind of

remodel makes sense, what shapes the cost, and what to think through before you call us.

EZXIEN 1S YOUR KITCHEN ACTUALLY THE PROBLEM?

GOOD REASONS TO REMODEL

REASONS TO PAUSE AND THINK FIRST

— Your layout forces you to cross the kitchen between the sink,

stove, and fridge

— Cabinets are falling apart, won't close properly, or were never

sized for your home

— You've outgrown your counter space and storage

— Your kitchen doesn't connect to how your family actually lives

(cooking, homework, gathering)

You're planning to sellin the next two years

Your frustration is mostly cosmetic (new hardware, paint, or

lighting might be enough)

You haven't thought about how you'd live during construction

(it takes real planning)

You're focused on a single appliance upgrade rather than how

the whole room works

— You're planning to stay in this home for 5 or more years

— Previous work was done with shortcuts or low-quality

materials

EZXXEN WHAT KIND OF REMODEL ARE YOU LOOKING AT?

UPGRADE

— Keeps the existing layout intact

— Replaces cabinets, countertops, tile
backsplash and fixtures

— Updates all electrical including
lighting, plumbing and ventilation

— Typically the most efficient path for
kitchens that work spatially but feel
dated

Keeps the layout while updating the space
for a fresh, efficient result without moving
walls

A NOTE ON OLDER HOMES

of their work is in pre-war housing stock.

Refined Homes

FULL REMODEL
— Reimagines the room within its existing
footprint

— May relocate plumbing, move walls, or
change traffic flow

— Common when layouts haven't kept up
with how families cook and gather

— Custom cabinetry and millwork can
honor your home's original character

Opens up more design possibilities without
expanding the Ritchen's footprint

Mac-Groveland, St. Paul, MN  NARI National Winner -

LAYOUT CHANGE OR ADDITION
— Expands the kitchen into adjacent
space (dining room, porch, or addition)

— Structural work and engineering are
part of the process

— Often the right move for historic homes
with small, closed-off kitchens

— Creates the open plan families want
without leaving the neighborhood

Rethink the layout, storage, and flow to
create a Ritchen tailored to your lifestyle

Most of Mac-Groveland and surrounding St. Paul neighborhoods were built before 1940. In these kitchens, the wiring may not support modern
appliances, walls are often plaster over irregular framing, and plumbing routes in ways no blueprint predicted. Remodelers who work primarily on
newer construction don't always know what they're opening up behind a 100-year-old wall. When interviewing remodelers, ask directly how much
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WHAT SHAPES THE COST?

The single biggest cost variable in a kitchen remodel
is whether you're changing the layout. Keeping sinks,
dishwashers, and gas lines where they are saves
significantly on plumbing and mechanical work.
Moving them means rerouting drain lines, supply

lines, gas, venting, and often electrical

Cabinetry is the other major factor. Stock cabinets
from a big-box store and custom-built cabinetry by
a local craftsperson are different products entirely. In
an older home with walls that aren't plumb and
floors that aren't level, custom cabinetry isn't a
luxury. It's often the only way to get doors that
actually close, drawers that actually slide, and a

layout that uses every inch.

TIMING & LIFE STAGE

BEFORE YOUR FIRST CONSULTATION, IT HELPS TO
KNOW:

— What's working in your current kitchen and what isn't

— Whether you want to keep the existing layout or
change it

— How you use your kitchen day to day (cooking style,
entertaining, family routines)

— Whether adjacent rooms could be part of the
conversation

— Any previous remodel work, and who did it
You don't need answers to all of these before you call us. The

more context you can share, the more tailored our guidance
can be right from the start.

*We cooked around it for years." That's what we hear most. Kitchen remodels take time to plan, design, and permit, The

best time to start is before frustration becomes the norm,

FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN

EMPTY NESTERS & LIFE-STAGE PLANNERS

— Kids multiply the demand on counter space,
storage, and durability

— The planning window is now, while you can still set
up a temporary kitchen around your schedule

— Kitchens designed for real family use (pull-out
shelves, durable surfaces, better sight lines to the
backyard) pay off every single day

Ready to find out what your kitchen
could be?

Tricia and lan have been doing this work in Twin Cities homes
for years. The first conversation is just that — a conversation.

No pressure, no pitch.

— Aremodel now means the kitchen adapts to you,
not the reverse

— Aging-in-place features (better task lighting,
accessible storage, wider clearances) are most cost-
effective when built in from the start

— Cooking and entertaining become the focus when
the house gets quieter. This is the kitchen you've
been waiting to have

SCHEDULE A CONSULTATION




